Safe Drive Stay Alive
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Summary report

www.safedrivesurrey.org

Overview
In November 2015, over 12 000 people attended Safe Drive Stay Alive performances. Across 9
days and 19 live performances, Surrey young people, and tutors, from 95 schools, colleges and
youth groups travelled to Dorking Halls. Since inception, in April 2005, 192 performances have
been delivered in Surrey with a total audience of 114 000 people.

Safe Drive, Stay Alive performances are made possible through Surrey Fire & Rescue
Service working in partnership and due to the generosity of many financial supporters, all
of whom we would like to thank.

Safe Drive Stay Alive stage speakers with representatives from partners and financial supporters
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Surrey Fire & Rescue Service
Surrey Police
South East Coast Ambulance Service
Frimley Health NHS Trust
Parents
Drivers
Passengers













Thank you for to all for relating their
experiences of road traffic collisions.

The Office of the Police & Crime
Commissioner
Drive Smart
ExxonMobil
esure
The Leader of Surrey County Council
Kier Services
AVMI
Rees Jeffreys Road Fund
Toyota (GB) PLC
The Safer Waverley Partnership
Tutor Doctor
Mole Valley District Council

Thank you to all for providing the vital funds
and resources that underpinned performances
in November 2015.

Safe Drive Stay Alive stage speakers with Surrey dignitaries, including the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, The High Sheriff of
Surrey, Chairman, Leaders and Cabinet Members from Surrey County Council, Mole Valley District Council and Waverley
Borough Council
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New in 2015
‘If we make it’ - Road safety music film - By Maxi Curnow
Maxi Curnow’s music film featured in the November 2015 Safe Drive Stay Alive performances. As well as
running his own music production company, Maxi is a Retained Firefighter at Gomshall Fire Station, where,
with firefighter and music industry colleagues he produced this music video.
As well as being seen by 12 000 people at Dorking Halls, the film has been viewed nearly 24 000 times on
You Tube, since its posting, 4 months ago, on 5 November 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjL79zq4sqA
As a firefighter and musician, and due to trauma he and colleagues see on the roads, Maxi wanted to
attach this road safety message to his music. He is keen to share this resource and let others make use of
this free video, which he welcomes all to share or embed onto any website that promotes this message.

Performance credits:
Maxi Curnow - Vocals, Guitar, Soundscapes
Sam Rowe - Strings
Doug Harper - Drums
Beau McCarthy - Layers
Chris Gregson - Bass
Composition, Recording, Mix, video Concept, Directing and Editing - Maxi Curnow
Mix/Master - Forrester Savell
Camera Op: Rory Skeoch
MU: Sophie Davies

Young Driver’s Guide
Every attendee was provided a free copy of First Car’s Young Drivers’ Guide. The aim of providing this
publication is to provide longer term guidance and advice to young people and their parents, in order for
them to make informed decisions and choices around issues relating to cars and driving - including safety,
choice of driving instructors, types of insurance and car maintenance.
Initial feedback has been positive (below). The Independent Evaluation in 2015 (more below), includes a
number of questions, in March and September 2016, designed to gauge how often the guide has been used
and how useful it has been to young people and their parents, in the year since they attended Safe Drive
Stay Alive.
‘I have just received the Young drivers guide and this is a really useful resource to follow on from the
presentation. I was expecting quite a dry, boring booklet, but the format of the guide/magazine is very
good, lively and seems interesting. I’m sure the guide will be useful and we will use a form time exploring
some of the information as a follow up to the presentation’.
Richard Kemp, Glyn School

Independent Evaluation
For performances in November 2015, Safe Drive Stay Alive - Surrey (through Surrey Fire & Rescue Service)
and Safe Drive Stay Alive - Greater Manchester, jointly commissioned a road safety analyst company, ‘Road
Safety Analysis’, to undertake an independent, external evaluation. To help cover the projected costs of
this research, a successful funding bid, for 50% of costs, was submitted to The Rees Jeffreys Road Fund.
The evaluation aims to assess and evidence any positive changes in the young people’s attitudes towards
driving, through the completion of pre and two post attendance questionnaires.
Young people completed the first questionnaire, in October 2015, before the Safe Drive Stay Alive
performances in November. The second questionnaire was completed in late February and a third
questionnaire will be issued in September 2016, to evaluate longer term impacts. All the young people
taking part are Year 12 students, in the 2015/16 academic year, who will complete the third questionnaire
in October 2016, when they are in Year 13.
23 schools and colleges, with 2 500 students, agreed to take part in the evaluation, which comprises two
study groups. 16 schools and colleges, with 1600 Year 12 students, who attended SDSA in November 2015,
have formed the ‘Intervention Group’. The other 7 schools and colleges, with 974 Year 12 students, who
did not attend SDSA in November 2015, have formed the ‘Comparison Group’. Using a ‘Comparison Group’
aims to improve the validity and significance of the evaluation results.
Using students’ postcodes and dates of birth, Road Safety Analysis will compare the responses of
individuals to a set of questions, posed three times, over a 10 - 11 month period. The results of the
evaluation should be available in October 2016.

Host: Rowan Roberts, Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and waiting audience

Feedback - Selection of comments
We think you provide an outstanding service.
Nick Russell, Epsom College
Safe Drive, Stay Alive is a wonderful programme which I hope will continue to grow from strength to
strength. Keep up the great work everyone.
Maryann Harris-Stewart, Sixth Form Student Adviser, Rosebery School
An amazing performance, which I know would have saved lives. A must for new young drivers
Andrea Freathy
I've seen this and can't recommend it enough. A must for any parent or young driver/learner. Well done
SDSA for your continued commitment to keeping people safe on your roads.
Jami Blythe, Northumbria Police
I would just like to say how much of an effect this show had on me, I saw it in Dorking Halls and I really felt
touched by all that was said. The people who spoke were so strong and have honestly made a difference to
mine and my peers’ lives. Thank you.
Anna Burling, Student, Reigate College
I was amazed at the atmosphere when the students arrived and the subdued atmosphere when they left.
Obviously very hard hitting but with a strong message which came across very well. The presenters were
amazing and very brave. My eldest son attended with his school (Caterham School) two years ago and
when I spoke to him yesterday he could still remember the presenters and the message as clear as if he
had been there again yesterday.Thank you and I hope the funding continues to enable this excellent
performance to continue for many years.
Maureen Gibbins, Clerk to Caterham Valley Parish Council
I wanted to say thank you for all the work and thought you put into putting on Safe Drive Stay Alive. Our
pupils really appreciated it and while they found it upsetting, acknowledged that it was vital to hear and
incredibly helpful. It was such a well thought through event and we are most appreciative of all the hard
work that must go into it, as well as the courage of the speakers. With many thanks,
Jemima Kettle, Guildford High School

This is the first time I’ve seen the new version of the programme, I thought it was brilliant (as always).
Valerie Robinson, Allianz Insurance
Very quick note to say congratulations on what sounds like an excellent run of events. You and the team
must be exhausted!! The production value is superb and the quality of speakers is quite unrivalled. The
students were clearly engaged and from what I saw whilst I was sat in my car eating lunch before the
performance, the handling of coaches/logistics is nothing short of a military operation!
James Evans, Founder, FirstCar
I've just been to the presentation at Dorking Halls and wanted to say thank you to everyone concerned. I'm
a teacher in the area and all three of my children have been to the presentation. Sam is now 24, Mash is 22
and Rosie is 18. I've seen their friends in the area grow up and I've seen how responsible they are about
their driving. If you ever wonder if you are having an impact I can tell you that you are. I've noticed a fall in
the number of accidents associated with the students I teach in the last 7 years. Thank you from a parent in
the area. I know you are making a real difference in the way they see driving and safety on the roads.
Jane Eagers, Box Hill School, Dorking
Amazing performance and I have heard only positive feedback from our sixth form.
Stephanie Malost, Library Manager, Ewell Castle School

Speakers: Chris Neil, Paramedic, South East Coast Ambulance Service & Alex Featherstone, Trauma Nurse,
Frimley Park A&E, Frimley Health

Speakers: Simon Down, Surrey & Sussex Roads Policing, Trevor Coleman, Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and Joe
Robinson, Passenger in fatal road traffic collision

Speakers: Elaine Barraud, mother of Tim, and at speakers at closing line up

Facebook - November 2015
Week Ending
1 November
2 November
3 November
4 November
5 November
6 November
7 November
8 November
9 November
10 November
11 November
12 November
13 November
14 November
15 November
16 November
17 November
18 November
19 November
20 November
21 November

Lifetime total likes
4620
4619
4628
4643
4653
4660
4664
4666
4682
4704
4716
4731
4738
4739
4738
4739
4740
4744
4743
4740
4740

Weekly total reach
165
1555
3356
4574
5036
5151
5192
5233
9014
12169
12007
11906
14 811
15 540
15 588
12 076
7476
6427
6005
1894
643

Weekly page engaged users
18
185
391
551
606
622
625
632
873
990
901
906
1122
1180
1180
816
552
490
435
115
42

In November 2015, the ‘Weekly total reach’ peaked at 15 588 (12 819 in 2014). The number of ‘engaged
users’ peaked at 1180 (1796 in 2014). As in previous years, the new ‘Likes’, ‘reach’ and ‘engaged users’ fell
away after the performances. The ongoing challenge is to maintain interest for a longer period.

Make your pledge competition
For the November 2015 performances, R&D Driver Training offered 8 free driving session prizes, to those
that made a driving pledge. Young people entered by either 'Liking' the competition post on the Safe Drive
Stay Alive Facebook page or via a Tweet using #sdsasurreypledge. The driving pledges needed to be about
one of the main road safety issues such as drink/drug driving, speed, mobile phones, distraction, seat belts
or tiredness. 8 suitable pledges were chosen, with each winner to receive a free one hour driving
session from R&D Driver Training on Sunday 20th March 2016.

VIP performance and event - Thursday 5 November 2015
Around 100 invited guests, including Surrey dignitaries, representatives from partner organisations and
financial supporters, joined Surrey Fire & Rescue senior officers to view one of the live performances and,
at a post performance networking event, were thanked for their contributions towards the delivery of
another ‘season’ of performances.

Simon Moore, Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and Howard Forti, Manager of
Issues and Government Relations, ExxonMobil

Kay Hammond, Cabinet Associate for Community Safety Services, Surrey County Council and Chair of
Drive Smart and Jeff Harris, Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner for Surrey

Emma Banks, Head of Communications, esure and Nigel Dyer, Managing Director, Highways Services,
Kier Services

Bryn Strudwick, Community Safety Manager, with Maxi Curnow, Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and
Adam Clayton, Safe Drive Stay Alive speaker (2009 – 2014)

Plans and events - November 2016








19 more performances.
12 000 more attendees.
Complete the Independent Evaluation, in partnership with Greater Manchester Safe Drive Stay
Alive. Results of the 11 month study will be available in late October 2016.
Make available, to schools and colleges, post attendance resources, developed by Greater
Manchester Safe Drive Stay Alive in 2015 and shared with Surrey.
Continue regional and national collaboration to share good practice, such as with Greater
Manchester and others at developing National Forum.
Secure ongoing financial support from existing supporters and identify potential new supporters to
ensure the security of delivery of SDSA in future years.
Develop social media presence, engagement and retention.

Dates for November 2016
November 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th - including a VIP performance on Thursday 3rd at 10.30am
November 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th- with an evening performance on Wednesday 9th at 7.30pm

Social media & websites
www.safedrivesurrey.org
www.facebook.com/SDSA.Surrey
www.twitter.com/sdsa_surrey
www.surrey-fire.gov.uk/safedrive

Contacts
safedrive@surreycc.gov.uk

01737 242444

Mark Taylor

mark.taylor@surreycc.gov.uk

07968 834523

Chris Gill

chris.gill@surreycc.gov.uk

07790 934748

GC Bryn Strudwick

bryn.strudwick@surreycc.gov.uk

07800 621958

