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Overview
In November 2016, nearly 12 000 people attended Safe Drive Stay Alive performances. Across 9 days
and 19 live performances, young people, and their tutors, from 97 schools, colleges, army bases and
youth groups travelled to Dorking Halls. Since inception, in April 2005, 211 performances have been
delivered to a total audience of 126 000 people.

Safe Drive, Stay Alive performances are made possible through Surrey Fire & Rescue Service working
in partnership with other emergency services organisations and members of the public and due to the
generosity of many financial supporters, all of whom we would like to thank.

Representatives from our financial supporters and Chief Fire Officer, Russell
Pearson, with the VIP performance ‘cast’ - 3 November 2016

Thank you to:
Our partners

Our Supporters

Extended learning
Follow up Tutor Resource

This resource, new for 2016/17, aims to extend contact with young people, providing the structure and
information for schools and colleges to further explore the road safety issues raised during the live
performances. For the last three years, Safe Drive Stay Alive - Surrey has been working closely with Safe
Drive Stay Alive - Greater Manchester (GM), who launched their SDSA in November 2014, using the films
produced by SDSA - Surrey. As a result of this growing collaboration, we have undertaken a joint
independent evaluation (final results of which are due by the end of February 2017) and now, thanks to
SDSA - GM sharing their work, we are able to offer this new follow up Tutor Resource to schools and
colleges.
SDSA - GM commissioned Dr Fiona Fylan, Leeds Beckett University, to guide and advise on how to construct
the resource, incorporating activities, in four modules, that draw upon the latest Behaviour Change
Techniques (BCT) research. Dr Fylan is a Health Psychologist who specialises in understanding the decisions
that people make that affect their health and wellbeing and how to help people make more appropriate or
less risky decisions. Fiona’s research addresses a wide range of health related behaviours and focuses on
two main areas: driving and vision. Her research on driving explores why people drive the way they do, the
way in which they think about driving and how to change the decisions they make when driving, in order to
increase safe and responsible driver behaviour.
Every school, college, youth group and army base that attended the November 2016 performances has
now received a copy of the resource and has been invited to request further copies to use with their
students in tutor group activities.

Young Driver’s Guide
In addition to the follow up resource, a free copy of the Young Driver’s Guide is issued to every attendee.
The aim of providing this publication, now for a second year, is to provide longer term guidance and advice
to young people and their parents, in order for them to make informed decisions and choices around issues
relating to cars and driving - including safety, choice of driving instructors, types of insurance and car
maintenance. Initial feedback, following the first issue, after the November 2015 performances, was
positive.

‘I have just received the Young drivers guide and
this is a really useful resource to follow on from
the presentation.
I was expecting quite a dry, boring booklet, but
the format of the guide/magazine is very good,
lively and seems interesting.
I’m sure the guide will be useful and we will use
a form time exploring some of the information
as a follow up to the presentation’.
Richard Kemp, Glyn School, January 2016

Following the stage 2 results of the 2015 independent evaluation, it was decided to stagger the distribution
of the Young Driver’s Guide, with Year 13 students receiving their copies in January 2017 and Year 12
students to receive their copies later in the year, around June/July 2017, when they are closer to driving
age. Receiving the Young Driver’s Guide some months after attending Safe Drive Stay Alive, also acts as a
‘memory jogger’ to each young person’s experience of a SDSA performance.

The Safe Drive Stay Alive team - 3 November 2016

Independent Evaluation
For the performances in November 2015, Safe Drive Stay
Alive - Surrey and Safe Drive Stay Alive - Greater
Manchester (GM), jointly commissioned ‘Road Safety
Analysis’, to undertake an independent, external
evaluation over a 12 month period. To help cover the
projected costs of this research, a successful funding bid,
for 50% of costs, was submitted to The Rees Jeffreys Road
Fund. The evaluation aimed to assess and evidence any
positive changes in the young people’s attitudes towards
driving, through the completion of pre and two post
attendance questionnaires. Young people completed the
first questionnaire, in October 2015, before the Safe Drive
Stay Alive performances in November. The second
questionnaire was completed in late February 2016 and a
third questionnaire was issued in October 2016, to
evaluate longer term impacts.
All the young people that took part were Year 12 students, in the 2015/16 academic year, moving into Year
13 in September 2016. In Surrey, 23 schools and colleges, with 2 500 students, agreed to take part in the
evaluation, which comprised two study groups. 16 schools and colleges, with 1600 Year 12 students, who
attended SDSA in November 2015, formed the ‘Intervention Group’. The other 7 schools and colleges, with
974 Year 12 students, who did not attend SDSA in November 2015, formed the ‘Comparison Group’. Using
a ‘Comparison Group’ aimed to improve the validity and significance of the evaluation results. Using
students’ postcodes and dates of birth, Road Safety Analysis also compared the responses of individuals to
the set of questions, posed three times, over a 12 month period.

Stages 1 & 2 - Conclusion - June 2016
The evaluation measured the effectiveness of SDSA using an established behaviour change model aimed
specifically at adolescents. It found that there were statistically significant improvements in key elements
of the model after SDSA attendance, namely willingness, social norms and attitudes and that the
comparison group results indicate that these improvements were due to SDSA attendance and not an
external factor.

Stages 1, 2, 3 - Initial findings - February 2017
A number of ‘strict’ rules for measures of success were applied. Given those strict rules, and following
ANOVA statistical testing, many of the successes from Stages 1 & 2 were still present, such as level of:





Willingness - to speed,
Friends’ likelihood - to drink & drive, use mobile phones or speed,
Friends’ approval - if respondent sped
Attitudes - towards being able to handle one drink and drive, towards friends making fun of them
driving sensibly.

These were all statistically significant. Copies of the full reports, Stages 1 & 2 (Interim) and Stages 1 - 3
(Final) are available on request.

Feedback - Selection of comments
I went to see SDSA today at Dorking Halls with my school and although what I heard today was very
disturbing and upsetting, I am definitely more aware of the consequences of driving without care. I was
wondering if there is an email or address where we can write to the speakers, as I would like to thank them
and wish them all the best with their future, as I believe this event has had a major impact on me.
Thank you
Julia Willett
Student, The Priory School, Dorking
Just wanted to say how amazing your presentation was, very hard hitting - exactly what young people
need. Thank you so much. I cried my eyes out! I have an older sister so Abby's story really hit me hard and
made me think. I will always think when I'm in the car now as I am a young driver myself. It's so scary
thinking what all the people that spoke to us have gone through and how strong they are to stand up in
front of us and talk about it.
The story of the girl with the Dad who was a taxi driver also made me think, I can't even imagine losing my
Dad like that, suddenly being told I'd never see him again, I don't know how I'd live with that. The thought
of police officers knocking on my door and having to tell my parents that I had died, that they weren't going
to see their daughter again, it just breaks my heart.
I think every young person should witness what I just did. Thank you again.
Poppy Jensen
Student, Oxted School
I went to the Dorking seminar yesterday and was very taken aback. I found the experience incredibly
overwhelming but I feel your colleagues did an incredible job in getting across a very important message. I
feel the people who had experienced these RTCs were very brave and inspirational in letting us know their
story and the whole thing has made me more aware for the future. Thank you very much.
Polly Hood
Student, Godalming College
Jack Woolgar The performance was breath taking, moving and very informative. It really made me think
about the importance of careful driving. The real people with the real stories made the whole thing even
more real and informative. Thank you
Callum Sumpter A great experience, really eye opening. Has truly made me think more about practicing
safe driving habits and the importance of being aware of the risks of dangerous driving. Thanks for the
experience!
John Ratcliff The performance was very real, hard hitting and touched many people in the audience. It has
certainly made me think more about keeping safe on the road, not riding in the car with too my friends and
reading the conditions I'm in. Thank you for doing such a wonderful show and I will think of you next time I
am driving
Matthew Bennett It was an eye-opening and interesting experience which left me and my friends with a
new side to driving, many people my age (16) cannot wait to drive so it was good to be told about the
dangers and that we aren't as invincible as we think we are on the road. Definitely took away a lot of tips
and also was great if you are considering a career in the emergency services.

Sindija Mckenzy The performance was very emotional. My college hadn't told me many details so at first I
didn't have much knowledge of the event. But by the end I was in awe at just how many people and
families are affected by traffic collision incidents. I had lost a friend in an accident more than 10 years ago
and hearing the story from Abby made me feel better and I could relate to her thoughts that the feeling of
the person not being there and the pain never goes away. As well as raising awareness I feel like there are
others out there and everyone is here for each other. Love goes out to others who have suffered
Thank you very much for the experience.

❤

Cerys Marie The experience was great!!, it was very hard hitting and heartbreaking to hear about how
people have lost someone due to this or lost a part of themselves this has made me think more safely on
the road when I'm riding my moped, as well as when I start driving, it is definitely been an eye opening
experience and will never forget it and always take more caution on the road, it really was a great
experience thank u for opening my eyes and realising how dangerous and serious driving can be, when not
taking all the precautions you should take.

Rowan Roberts, Watch Commander - Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and performances Host, Stuart
Read, Roads Policing Officer - Surrey Police and Lesley Jamieson, Paramedic - South East Coast
Ambulance Service.
I apologise that it has taken me so long to actually write but… Safe Drive Stay Alive was fantastic. Please
pass on my thanks to everyone involved. We come every year and it is brilliant every year so thanks for
including us. I would also like to make a donation/payment so if you could give me the account details then
I can make that happen. Once again, sorry for the delay but thanks to everyone for such a valuable
experience.
Nick Gough
Head of Upper Sixth, Royal Grammar School, Guildford
Safe drive stay alive should be compulsory for anyone taking their driving test!! Education at its best with
such strong professionals and people sharing their personal stories with us. I think we can all forget how
precious life is!! Thank you to everyone involved in putting this together
Sarah Jane O’Brien

Saw this on Tuesday with my students. Hard hitting & difficult to see but absolutely essential for all. Well
done & thank you to all involved in staging these performances.
Debbie Wood, Teacher/Tutor
I would just like to say thank you for the presentation on Wednesday night, really well put together and I
know that all the young soldiers I brought with me appreciated it and took something away.
WO2 Paul Casey
Princess Royal Barracks, Deepcut | Camberley | Surrey
I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for an amazing production, it is such a worthwhile project
that has a very hard hitting message and a huge impact on the students that attend. Thank you.
Sandy Simpkins
Student Support Administrator - Fullbrook 6
Thanks to you and everyone for inviting me to the excellent event this morning. Powerful stuff as ever, and
a tribute to all the hard work by the team in putting it all together. I was particularly impressed, as I said in
my speech, that the programme is continually evolving to keep abreast of technology and driving trends.
David Munro
Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey
Diana and I were very moved by Safe Drive Stay Alive and were so pleased to be able to attend. I feel that it
is such a thoroughly worthwhile event and am delighted that the HSYA were able to support the
presentations this year. Thank you so much to you and all the team for such an amazing morning. These
events require a great deal of very hard work but are so very worthwhile.
Richard Whittington
The High Sheriff of Surrey 2016-2017

Amanda Mills, Emergency Department Sister - Frimley Health NHS Trust, Rachael Webber,
Crew Commander - Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and Laura Williams - Family speaker.
Thank you for my invitation I found it an extraordinary experience. A great initiative long may it continue!
Colin Gardner, Regional Safety Coordinator, Highways England

Just a bit of feedback for you. My daughter and her classmates really enjoyed this year’s presentation. The
age group it is targeting is just right as many of them are either currently learning to drive or will turn 17 in
the near future. Only last weekend, my daughter was in a car with a group of friends on a shopping trip to
Camberley when the young female driver picked up her phone to look at a text message. A short lecture on
the dangers of this practice followed. It shows the messages imparted at SDSA have a lasting effect and
have sunk in. I congratulate you not just as a colleague but as a concerned parent.
Pete Mosdell, Driver Training Manager, Surrey Fire & Rescue Service

Students arriving at Dorking Halls, Joe Robinson, passenger in road traffic collision vehicle and Richie
Clarke, Firefighter - Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and DJ for performances.

Competition - Driving experience sessions
For the November 2016 performances, R&D Driver Training once again kindly offered prizes, this time,
three winners could each win a 2 hour driver experience session, each worth over £120. To enter, young
people were invited to ‘Like’ the Competition post on the SDSA Facebook page and give feedback to the
performance they had seen or Tweet their feedback using the hashtag #sdsasurrey.
Our winners were Thomas Porter (Brooklands College), Julia Willett (The Priory School) and Jessica Van Der
Raad (Godalming College), who attended their driver experience sessions at Dunsfold Aerodrome on
Saturday 21 January 2017.
Thank you for the experience it was amazing, driving around a track
and using training traffic lights and give way lines and knowing how
to control a car properly. Thank you. #SafeDriveStayAlive
Thomas Porter (on Facebook)

Facebook.com/sdsa.surrey
Insights data
Tuesday 1 - Tuesday 15 November 2016 (15 days)
Daily Total Page engaged users - 2125
Number of people who engaged with your Page. Engagement includes any click or story created. (Unique
Users)
Daily Total reach - 38 309
Number of people who have seen any content associated with your Page. (Unique Users)
Peak weekly total reach - 15 505 (w/e 6 November)
Number of people who have seen any content associated with your Page. (Unique Users)
Peak 28 Days Total reach - 20 336 (15 November)
Number of people who have seen any content associated with your Page. (Unique Users)
Daily Total impressions - 127 624
Number of impressions seen of any content associated with your Page. (Total Count)
Daily Reach of page posts - 35 439
Number of people who saw any of your Page posts. (Unique Users)
Daily Total Impressions of your posts - 97 520
Number of impressions that came from all of your posts. (Total Count)
Daily Page consumptions - 5 665
Number of clicks on any of your content. Stories generated without clicks on page content (e.g. liking the
page in Timeline) are not included. (Total Count)
Daily Total Video Views - 4 215
Daily Total number of times video has been viewed for more than 3 seconds. (Total Count)
Daily Total frequency distribution
Number of people your Page reached broken down by how many times people saw any content about your
Page. (Unique Users)
1
15094
2
6976
3
4127
4
3508
5
1998
6-10 4352
11-20 1640
21+
251
As in previous years, the ‘reach’ and ‘engaged users’ fell away after the performances. The ongoing
challenge is to maintain interest for a longer period, something that the use of Road Safety GB Connect
aims to address in 2017/18.

VIP performance and event - Thursday 3 November 2016
Around 90 invited guests, including Surrey dignitaries, representatives from partner organisations and
financial supporters, joined Surrey Fire & Rescue Service senior officers to view one of the live
performances and, at a post-performance networking event, were thanked for their contributions towards
the delivery of another ‘season’ of performances.

Russell Pearson Chief Fire Officer, Surrey Fire & Rescue Service and
Tanya Fosdick, Head of Research, Road Safety Analysis.

Paul Simon, UK Branded Wholesale Manager - ExxonMobil, David Munro - Police & Crime
Commissioner for Surrey and Richard Whittington - High Sheriff of Surrey (2016 - 2017).

Mitesh Solanki, Service Director- Kier Highways and assembled guests.

Plans for 2017/2018

Plans for 2017/2018
Deliver 19 performances to 12 000 attendees.
Promote and develop the use of the Road Safety GB Connect, capturing young driver contact email details
to enable increased post performance engagement. Email has been found to be the most efficient and cost
effective way of building and maintaining an online audience. While social media has become a popular
tool for road safety marketing, email marketing offers better traction as 90% of all emails are delivered to
the intended recipient’s inbox, whereas only 2% of Facebook fans will see a post in their newsfeed.
RSGB Connect can:


Build an online audience



Create compelling
communications



Evaluate and improve
communications

Continue to make available and promote to school and colleges, post attendance resources, including the
follow up Tutor Resource pack, developed by Safe Drive Stay Alive GM and shared with SDSA Surrey, and
the Young Driver’s Guide.
Continue regional and national collaboration to share good practice, such as with Greater Manchester and
others as part of the Road Safety Performances Forum.
Secure ongoing financial support from existing
supporters and identify potential new
supporters to ensure delivery of SDSA into the
future.
Submit entries to the 2017 national First Car
Awards. Winners will be announced at the
Young Driver Focus event at The RAC Club on
26 April 2017. Safe Drive Stay Alive - Surrey
won a Silver Award, in both 2015 and 2016, in
the Partnership Scheme of the Year category.

Performance dates - November 2017
October 31st, November 1st, 2nd & 3rd
November 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th & 10th
VIP performance on Thursday 2nd at 10.30am
Evening performance on Wednesday 8th at 7.30pm

Website and social media

www.safedrivesurrey.org

www.facebook.com/sdsa.surrey

www.twitter.com/sdsa_surrey

Contacts
Surrey Fire & Rescue Service
Mark Taylor

mark.taylor@surreycc.gov.uk

07968 834523

Chris Gill

chris.gill@surreycc.gov.uk

07790 934748

GC Bryn Strudwick

bryn.strudwick@surreycc.gov.uk

07800 621958

safedrive@surreycc.gov.uk

01737 242444

Mark Taylor
Education & Youth Diversion Manager
Surrey Fire & Rescue Service
February 2017

